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NOTE FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Readers,

this month was again very
packed with many topics in
our committee meetings. In
the last week, we had a

very interesting exchange with several experts on
abortion rights and rule of law in Poland together
with LIBE. As European Parliament, we are the
citizen’s voice and thus also of Polish women.
Therefore, it was crucial for us to listen and discuss
with them about the current situation and
limitation of sexual and reproductive rights. Just a
few hours later, we held one of our regular
exchanges with our equality Commissioner Dalli.
She briefed us on the upcoming initiatives in her
and our topics, including pay transparency,
actions against violence against women and the
Covid-19 impact.

We also continued our work on digital sectors and
its impact as well as involvement of women in the
field as well as on the budgetary procedure.
Together with JURI we also held an exchange on
our ongoing shared file on intimate partner
violence and custody rights. the pandemic has
shown us once more how wide-spread this issue
still is and that we have to step up our efforts to
make sure that the own home is a safe place for
all women and children. This has also to extend to
questions of custody and care. The safety of
women and children has to come first.

In the coming week, International Women’s Day
will give us an opportunity to emphasise all of our
work even more and I am looking forward to
seeing you all in one of the many events that are
planned!

FOLLOW US!

Twi er@EP_GenderEqual

Facebook @FEMMCommittee

Webstreaming

LAST COMMITTEE MEETINGS

1 February

Agency for Fundamental Rights - vote - consent
procedure

On 1 February 2021, FEMM members voted on
the proposal for a Council regulation amending
Regulation (EC) No 168/2007 establishing a

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
(FRA) - consent procedure.

The proposed amendments of the Agency’s
founding Regulation are of technical nature
seeking to improve governance, efficiency and
performance of the Agency, with the mandate
of the Agency intact.

The FEMM Committee calls on the LIBE
Committee, as the committee responsible, to
recommend approval of the proposal for a
Council regulation amending Regulation (EC)
No 168/2007 establishing a European Union
Agency for Fundamental Rights.

The opinion was adopted by 28 votes in favour,
with 3 votes against and 3 abstentions.

Procedure file: Procedure file

Rapporteur: Evelyn Regner (Austria, S&D)



Agency for Fundamental
Rights - vote (Opinion to
Interim report)

On 4 February 2021, FEMM
Members voted on the draft

opinion to the Interim report on the “Council
regulation amending Regulation (EC) No
168/2007 establishing a European Union Agency
for Fundamental Rights (FRA)”.

The draft opinion calls for improved gender
mainstreaming and gender budgeting in the FRA
work. It commends the FRA’s cooperation with
the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE),
especially in the area of gender-based violence,
and encourages this cooperation to be
enhanced in order to better tackle domestic and
gender-based violence.

The Rapporteur suggests to ask the FRA to
prepare a new study on gender-based violence
and violence against women in light of COVID-19
and to call for more targeted training for the
FRA’s personnel in the area of gender-based
violence, especially while assisting on
fundamental rights issues in migration ‘hotspots’.

4 February
and deplore the fact that women continue to be
exposed to intimate partner violence.

They note that although shared custody is
desirable in order to ensure that parents enjoy
equal rights and responsibilities, intimate partner
violence is clearly incompatible with shared
custody and care. The draft report stresses that the
protection of women and children from violence
and the best interests of the child must be
paramount and calls for mandatory targeted
training for judicial and law enforcement officers
about domestic violence and its mechanisms.

Procedure file—Interim Report under Consent procedure:
2020/0112(APP)

Rapporteur: Evelyn Regner (S&D, Austria)

Procedure file:: 2019/2166(INI)

JURI Rapporteur: Luisa Regimenti (ID, Italy)

FEMM Rapporteur: Elena Kountoura (The Left, Greece)

Responsible committees: JURI, FEMM

22 February

Intimate partner violence and
custody rights - Exchange of
views

On 22 February 2021, the
Committee of Legal Affairs

and the Committee on Women’s Rights and
Gender Equality discussed the joint draft own-
initiative report on "The impact of intimate partner
violence and custody rights on women and
children".

In the draft report, the co-rapporteurs strongly
condemn all forms of violence against women

24 February

Abortion rights and Rule of
Law in Poland - Hearing

On 24 February 2021, the
LIBE and FEMM Committees
organised a joint hearing on

"Attacks on abortion rights and breaches of the
Rule of Law in Poland".

This hearing looked into the impact of measures
and attacks on women’s sexual and
reproductive health and rights in Poland, such as
the right of access to health care, the right to
privacy, the right to education and the
prohibition of discrimination. The hearing equally
explored the link with the deteriorating rule of
law situation in Poland, as highlighted in the
Parliament's resolution of 26 November 2020 on
the de facto ban on the right to abortion in
Poland (2020/2876(RSP)).

A number of institutional actors and NGOs took
part at this joint hearing.

Further information: Hearing programme



Procedure file: 2019/2164(INI)

Rapporteur: Susana SOLÍS PÉREZ (Renew)

Helena Dalli, Commissioner
for Equality - Exchange of
views

On 24 February 2021,
Commissioner Dalli took

part in the FEMM meeting in the framework of the
wider structural dialogue

FEMM Members exchanged views with
Commissioner Dalli on a number of important
FEMM files and topics, including the Decision of
the Polish Constitutional Tribunal of 22 October
2020 regarding abortion, the impact of Covid-19
on women, the recent proposal for Adequate
minimum wages in the European Union and the
upcoming proposal for a directive to introduce
pay transparency measures and enforcing
mechanisms.

Commissioner Helena Dalli: Helena Dalli

25 February

Promoting gender equality in
STEM - Amendments

On 25 February 2021, FEMM
Members considered the
amendments to the draft
report on “Promoting gender

equality in science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM) education and
careers”.

The draft report focuses on an unparalleled
shortage of women in STEM careers and
education, on reasons why women are less likely
than their male counterparts to enter STEM
education and occupations or remain in them,
as well as on the consequences of this shortage.

The rapporteur considers that increasing the
share of women in the STEM sector is critical to
building a more sustainable and inclusive
economy and society. Therefore, she calls for the
removal of all barriers restricting women’s
interests, preferences and choices and
encourages the Member States to promote the
participation of women in STEM studies and

Opinion on Guidelines for the
2022 Budget - Vote

On 25 February 2021, the
FEMM Committee voted on
the Opinion in letter form on

Guidelines for the 2022 Budget.

The stated objective of the opinion in the form of
a letter is to "put equality at the core of EU
policies". This requires that the Commission and
the Member States apply effectively the gender
mainstreaming horizontal priority in the
multiannual financial framework 2021-2027,
implement gender-responsive budgeting to
ensure women and men benefit equally from
public spending including within Next Generation
EU and the recovery plans. Considering the
increase in cyber violence and gender-based
violence during the COVID-19 crisis, adequate
funding must be provided within the DAPHNE
strand of the Rights and Values Programme.

The opinion in letter form was adopted by 25
votes in favour, with 4 votes against and 2
abstentions.

Rapporteur: Samira Rafaela (Renew, NL)

2019 budgetary discharges:
General budget and EIGE -
Vote

On 25 February 2021, the FEMM Committee voted
on two opinions on 2019 budgetary discharges
provided to the Committee on Budgetary Control
(CONT).

The first opinion is given to the European
Commission for the EU general budget. It focuses,
inter alia, on the need for an implementation of
gender budgeting at all stages of the budgetary
process and therefore supports ECA’s decision in
favour of the gender mainstreaming at all stages
of the budgetary process, including the
implementation of gender budgeting and the
assessment of its execution, in particular through
gender-specific indicators.



Digital future of Europe – Draft
opinion and Amendments

On 1 and 25 February 2021,
FEMM Members discussed the draft opinion on
“Shaping the digital future of Europe: removing
barriers to the functioning of the digital single
market and improving the use of AI for European
consumers”.

The draft opinion highlights that whereas studies
prove that women’s involvement in the digital
sectors at the same level as men would strongly
boost the EU economy, they however only
account for 30% of the technology workforce and
17% of ICT specialists. The Rapporteur calls on the
Commission to keep addressing the gender gap
through employment, education and skills in
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) and the digital sectors.

The opinion also welcomes that the horizontal
principle of gender equality and mainstreaming
will now be prioritised in the MFF 2021-2027 and
calls for adding respect of the Rule of law as a
condition to access the EU funds.

The opinion was adopted by 25 votes in favour,
with 4 votes against and 2 abstentions.

The second opinion is given to the director of the
European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE). It
focuses on the high level of budget execution of
this institute and a decrease in its carry-over
operating expenditure to 28.01 % in 2019. It calls
to refrain from any possibility of merging EIGE with
other agencies and, on the contrary, for
additional funding in order to increase the

Procedure - EC discharge 2020/2140(DEC)

Procedure - EIGE discharge 2020/2173(DEC)

Rapporteur: Robert Biedron (S&D, PL)

Procedure file: 2020/2216(INI)

Rapporteur: Maria da Graça CARVALHO (EPP, Portugal)

Commission’s proposal on the digital services act

COM(2020)0825)

Artificial Intelligence also needs a legal framework
to eliminate conscious and unconscious biases
and respect gender parity by using sex-
disaggregated data when developing products,

AI standards, algorithms and applications. 65
amendments have been tabled.

The exchange of views on the draft opinion took
place on the 1st of February 2021. The considera-
tion of amendments took place on 25 February
2021.

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Our next committee meetings will take place on 4,
15, 16, 23, 25 March 2021. We will deal with the fol-
lowing topics, among others:

 International Women's Day - Inter-parliamentary
Committee Meeting - 04/03/2021

 Meeting of members of the Gender Mainstrea-
ming Network of committees and delegations

 Side event of The 65th session of the UN Commis-
sion of the Status of Women (CSW 65)

4 March

Focus on the Inter-
parliamentary Committee
Meeting (4 March 2021)

FEMM, in collaboration
with the Directorate for

Relations with National Parliaments, will organize
an Inter-parliamentary Committee Meeting
celebrating the IWD 2021 on Thursday, 4 March
2021, entitled "We are strong: Women leading the
fight against Covid-19".



EIGE

FGM study: More girls at risk but community oppo-
sition growingEIGE has estimated the number of
girls at risk of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) in
Denmark, Spain, Luxembourg and Austria. The re-
sults show that increases in the number of migrants
from FGM-practising countries since 2011 has
pushed up the number of girls at risk in Spain,
Luxembourg and Austria. However, changes in
countries of origin of migrants in Spain and Austria
have shrunk the share of girls at particularly high
risk. To end FGM, all four countries of EIGE’s study
have criminalised the practice, including when
performed abroad. Affected communities are also
increasingly opposed to the practice and fre-
quently lead efforts to eliminate it. EIGE has pre-
viously calculated the numbers of girls at risk of

EIGE: EIGE’s website

Twitter @eurogender

EIGE’s newsletter

This event will benefit from the valuable
contributions of Presidents of the European
institutions, Heads of States, Members of the
European Parliament and of National Parliaments
across the EU, frontline workers and other
distinguished guests.

It will provide a global forum for an exchange of
experiences and best practices in advancing
women's empowerment during crises such as the
one triggered by COVID-19.

56 Members from 24 EU National Parliaments and
Norway have registered their participation at the
event.

The programme of this #IWD2021EP, together with
other relevant details, are available on the related
event page.

The programme of this #IWD2021EP are available on the re-
lated event page.

Rapporteur: Maria da Graça Carvalho (EPP)
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